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should have gained, in the laying out and concentra-
tion of the narrative, and in what helps to bring it as
a whole before our thoughts. But a man's account
of himself is never so fresh and natural as when it is
called out by the spur and pressure of an accidental
and instant necessity, and is directed to a purpose
and quickened by feelings which belong to immediate
and passing circumstances. The traces of hurried
work are of light account when they are the guaran-
tees that a man is not sitting down to draw a picture
of himself, but stating his case in sad and deep
earnest out of the very fulness of his heart.

The aim of the book is to give a minute and open
account of the steps and changes by which Dr. New-
man passed from the English Church to the Roman.
The history of a change of opinion has often been
written from the most opposite points of view; but in
one respect this book seems to stand alone. Let it
be remembered what it is, the narrative and the
justification of a great conversion; of a change in-
volving an entire reversal of views, judgments, ap-
provals, and condemnations; a change which, with
all ordinary men, involves a reversal, at least as great,
of their sympathies and aversions, of what they
tolerate and speak kindly of. Let it be considered
what changes of feeling most changes of religion
compel and consecrate; how men, commonly and
very naturally, look back on what they have left and
think they have escaped from, with the aversion of a
captive to his prison; how they usually exaggerate